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The paper contains contributions to our knowledge 
of the methods of treatment used by witch-doctors. 
—J. W. C. Gunn; The action of Urginea Burkei. 
Experiments were performed on frogs, rabbits, cats, 
rats, and guinea-pigs with extracts of Urginea 
Burkei, Baker, commonly known as the Transvaal 
slang-kop. It has an action on the alimentary 
system, producing vomiting and diarrhcea, and on 
the nervous system, resulting in loss of power in the 
limbs, diminution of reflexes, and final paralysis. 
Its main action is on the circulatory system.—G. A. 
Boulenger and J. H. Power : A revision of the South 
African Agamas allied to Agama hispida, A. 
atra and A. anchietae. The paper contains a 
revision of the group of South African reptiles 
which has stood most in need of revision. The 
account in the British Museum Catalogue of Lizards 
has long ceased to fulfil its purpose, and the attempt 
is now made, with the help of a very large amount of 
material, to arrive at conclusions which will stand 
the test of time.—S. H. Skaife : A species of Microdon 
(Diptera) from Natal. The paper gives a description 
of the larva, puparium, and adult female of Microdon 
illucens, Bezzi, the growth being under the author’s 
observation.—J. D. F. Gilchrist; Note on living fish 
brought by H.M.S. Challenger. 

Sydney. 

Linnean Society oi New South Wales, September 29.— 
Mr. J. J. Fletcher, president, in the chair.—Dr. J. M. 
Petrie; The chemical examination of Macrozamia 
spiralis. A complete summary of its poisonous record 
is given. In the leaves the following constituents 
were identified : Formic, acetic, valerianic, and lauric 
acids; oleic, stearic, and higher fatty acids ; a volatile 
essential oil; a phytosterol; a paraffin with the pro¬ 
perties of triacontane, and an olefine having the pro¬ 
perties of octodecylene. The nuts contained 39 per 
cent, of starch and much mucilage. In feeding experi¬ 
ments white rats were given with their ordinary food 
(1) crushed fresh leaves, (2) grated seeds, (3) the rich, 
fatty, and resinous components extracted from the 
leaves by ether, and (4) aqueous extracts of the leaves 
and the seeds. The animals showed no signs of being 
affected after feeding for three weeks.—A. P. Dodd : 
Two new Hymenoptera of the superfamily Procto- 
trypidae from Australia. A new genus is proposed in 
the family Diapriidas, and a new' species of Proso- 
xylabis (Belytidae), the former being a primary para¬ 
site of the sheep-maggot flies.-—Prof. W. N. Benson, 
W. S. Dun, and W. R. Browne: The geology and 
petrology of the Great Serpentine Belt of New South 
Wales. Part ix. : The geology, palaeontology, and 
petrography of the Currabubula district, with notes 
on adjacent regions. The extrusive rocks comprise 
keratophvric tuffs of the Burindi and Kuttung series, 
with which are interbedded soda rhyolite flows and 
tuffs and basalt. The Werrie series consists of de¬ 
composed basalts, occasionally slaggy. Invading 
these, and also the underlying Kuttung and Burindi 
beds, is an immense series of sills and dykes com¬ 
prising quartz keratophyre, quartz trachyte, quartz 
latite, andesite, lamprophyre, normal and albite 
dolerite, teschenite, and basalt. Attention is directed 
to the peculiar association of calcic and alkaline rock- 
types linked by intermediate types, and evidently 
derived from a common stock magma. Though the 
dominant rocks in this area are intrusive, and those 
in the Paterson, Seaham, and Pokolbin districts are 
effusive, the petrograohical similarity of the Car¬ 
boniferous igneous rocks in the two districts is most 
marked.—A. M. Lea : Descriptions of new species 
of Australian Coleoptera. Part xvi. Nineteen species 
and one variety of Ditropidus, three species of Ela- 
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phodes, and three species of Ccenobius are described 
as new. In addition, notes on synonymy, etc., partly 
the result of examination of some of Macleay’s and 
Olliff’s types from the Australian Museum, are given 
for seventy-one species belonging to twenty-two 
genera. 
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Royal Society, at 4.—Special General Meeting to consider the 
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Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students’ Section) (at the 
City and Guilds Technical College, Leonard Street, E.C.), at 
6.30.'—A. J. C. Watts: Electricity and the Paper-making In¬ 
dustry. 
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College of Science and Technology), at 7.—The Making of Re¬ 
flecting Surfaces, (a) Technical Methods of Production.—R. 
Kanthack: Description of the General Features of Published 
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of Surfaces, etc.—J. W. T. Walsh: The Photometric Measure¬ 
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on some Permanent Mirrors for Reflecting Heat Radiations.— 
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Street, W.), at 8.—Resumed Discussion on Paper by Prof. W. 
Yorke: The Present Position of Trypanosomiasis Research.—G. 
Dudgeon: Some Important Tropical Fruit Foods. 
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The Institute of Actuaries (in Staple Inn Hall), at 5.—Sir Alfred 
Watson: Address. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Informal Meeting) (at Char¬ 
tered Institute of Patent Agents), at 7.—A. F. Harmer and 
Others: Discussion on Electrical Transmission on Petrol 
Vehicles. 

Royal Institute of British Architects, at 8.—Professional Ques¬ 
tions. 

Royal Society of Arts, at 8.— A. Chaston Chapman: Micro-organ¬ 
isms and some of their Industrial Uses (Cantor Lecture). 

TUESDAY, N qvember 30. 

Royal Horticultural Society, at 3. 

Royal Society, at 4.—Anniversary Meeting. 

Royal Society of Medicine (Tropical Medicine Section), at 5.— 
Dr. F. G. Rose : The Incidence of Filariasis in British Guiana. 

Institution of Civil Engineers, at 5.30. 

Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain (Technical Meet¬ 
ing), at 7.—G. C. Weston : Dark Room Dodges. 
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WEDNESDAY, December 1. 

Geological Society of London, at 5.15.—Special General Meeting.— 
At 5.30.-—-Ordinary Meeting.—Dr. E. Greenly: An iEolian Pleisto¬ 
cene Deposit at Clevedon, Somerset. 

Society of Public Analysts and other Analytical Chemists (at 
Chemical Sooiety), at 8.—R. Y. Wadsworth: Estimation of 
Theobromine.—B. S. Evans : A New Process for the Estimation 
of Small Quantities of Chromium in Steels.—P. Y. and 
F. H. Dupr6: Some Notes ojt the Reactions between Fulminate 
of Mercury and Sodium Hyposulphite. 
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National Taste in relation to Trade. 
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Royal Aeronautical Society (at Royal Society of Arts), at 5.— 
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Butcher: Airship Mooring. 

Child-Study Society (at Royal Sanitary Institute), at 6.—Dr. W. 

Brown: The Value of Suggestion in Education. 

Chemical Society, at 8.—Sir Prafulla C. Ray: Varying Valency 
of Platinum with Respect to Mercaptanic Radicles.—H. E. Cox: 
The Influence of the Solvent on the Velocity of certain Reactions. 
Part II. Temperature Coefficients. A Test of the Radiation 
Hypothesis.—K. J. P. Orton and P. V. McKie: Preparation of 
Chloropicrin from Picric Acid and Trinitrotoluenes. 

FRIDAY, December 3. 

Royal Astronomical Society (Geophysical Committee), at 5.— Dis¬ 
cussion : The Cause of Magnetic Storms.—In Chair : J. H. Jeans. 
Opener: Prof. F. A. Lindemann.—Other Speakers: Prof. S. 
Chapman, Dr. C. Chree, Rev. A. L, Cortie, B. W. Maunder, 
C. S. Wright, and Others. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers, at 6.—Further Discussion 
on The Human Factor in Industry, by A. Ramsay. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students’ Section) (at King’s 
College), at 6.30.-—A. Serner and Others: Discussion on The 
Modern Tendency to Trusts. Is it Beneficial? 

SATURDAY , December 4. 

Gilbert White Fellowship (at 6 Queen Square, W.C.l), at 3.— 
H. J. Elwes: The Primitive Races of Sheep in Great Britain. 
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